
Outcomes
1. Give an overview of what phonics looks like at 

Horn Park.

2. Give key terminology and techniques for 

supporting phonics and reading at home.



Our school has 
chosen 
Little Wandle Letters 
and Sounds Revised as 
our Systematic 
Synthetic Phonics 
(SSP) programme to 
teach early reading 
and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



What is Phonics?

Phonics is how we teach reading and writing.

It teaches children to be able to listen carefully to a 
word and identify the sounds within it.

Eg – c a t



Skills

 Segmenting - chopping a word up to spell it

'hop' - h / o / p

 Blending – merging the sounds to read the 
whole word

Sh / ee / p - 'sheep' Some children learn to 

blend really quickly, and 

others take a little longer.



Terminology 

Phoneme

Grapheme

Blend 

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph



We teach Phase 2 in this order

Graphical user interface, application, Teams

Description automatically generated

Graphical user interface, application, Teams

Description automatically generated

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0


 Teacher-led blending is 
taught throughout 
Phase 2.

 Our aim to is to teach 
every child to blend by 
Christmas.

We teach blending so your child learns to read



 These words have 
unusual spellings e.g. 
he, the, was.

Tricky words



Our progression



Spelling 

 Your child will be taught how to spell simple words, 
using the graphemes they have been taught.

 They will practise the correct formation of letters. They 
will also have handwriting lessons.   



 Say the word.

 Segment the 
sounds.

 Count the sounds.

 Write them down.

How do we teach spelling?



 Matched to the graphemes 
they have learnt

 Reading practice sessions 
from Autumn 2

Reading books



Books going home



 Spend time looking at the 
first page to practice

 To encourage independence

 They might sound out words 
and blend them before they 
read them fluently.

 If they can’t read a word, read 
it to them.

 Talk about the book and 
celebrate their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



Wordless books are invaluable as 
they teach reading behaviours 
and early reading skills to children 
who are not blending – yet!

 Talk about the pictures.

 Point to the images in the circles 
and find them on the page.

 Encourage your child to make 
links from the book to their 
experiences.

Reading a wordless books



The shared book is for YOU to read:

 Make the story sound as exciting as 
you can by changing your voice.

 Talk with your child as much as you 
can:

o Introduce new and exciting 
language.

o Encourage your child to use new 
vocabulary.

o Make up sentences together.

o Find different words to use.

o Describe things you see.

Read to your child



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…

 understand words and sentences

 use a wide range of vocabulary

 develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can do is read with 
your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills:  A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



Year 1

Children learn that there are 

graphemes that can have 

different sounds and sounds 

that can be made with 

different letters.



Phonics Screening Check

The Year 1 phonics 
screening check is a 
statutory requirement for 
all children.

It is completed by the 
class teacher at the end 
of year 1 and assesses the 
children's phonics skills for 
reading.

Year 1 children read a 
combination of 40 real 
and pseudo words.



Support for parents
 https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/reso

urces/for-parents/

 Little Wandle guidance 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Any questions?
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