
EYFS Phonics and 
Transition to KS1



Aims of the session

• How phonics will continue into Year 1

• The expectations of reading in Year 1

• What transition looks like

• How you can support your child at home



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
systematic, synthetic phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



Terminology

Phoneme

Grapheme

Blend 

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph

Adjacent consonant

Split digraph



The progression



Let’s say the Phase 5 sounds



In Phase 5 children learn:

• new graphemes for the sounds they 
already know

• that the same grapheme can have 
alternative pronunciations.

The ‘Grow the code’ lessons support 
children with reading and spelling 
these alternative spellings.

Year 1 - Phase 5



• Blending in your head 

• If your child is struggling with a word, 
encourage them to blend in their 
head.

• Spot digraphs in words before reading 
the word as a whole. 

• Eventually, reading becomes 
automatic and children will be able to 
read words that they know fluently.

• Fluency is the ultimate goal of phonics 
teaching and fluent reading is explicitly 
taught. 

Reading words - strategies



• have unusual spellings e.g. all, 
people

• are taught in a systematic way.

Children will learn to read Phase 5 
tricky words.

Tricky words:



How we make learning stick

 

 

 

 



• In Year 1, your child will continue to spell words every 
day using the graphemes they have been taught so 
far.

• They will practise writing a dictated sentence. 
 

• Handwriting is referred to but is taught at other times 
of the day. 

Spelling - continuation 



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

Spelling



Reading practice sessions are:

• timetabled three times a week

• taught by a trained teacher/teaching 
assistant

• taught in small groups.

How do we teach reading in books?



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you 
can do is read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills:  A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



Books going home



• Promoting independence

• If they can’t read a word, read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

• ‘Schwaring’

Listening to your child read their phonics book



The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language.

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary.

oMake up sentences together.

o Find different words to use.

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



Screening check



Wider 
transition

“learning becomes more formal, 
subject-based and adult-directed.”

“Expectations increase in year 1” 

“There are fewer opportunities to 
'let off steam' or to have some quiet 
time.”

“Homework expectations increase.”



Consistencies

• Forest School and PE

• Daily carpet sessions for maths 
and literacy

• Daily carpet sessions for phonics 
and reading

• Communication with staff

• Writing in maths, literacy and 
phonics books

• Opportunities to play with 
their peers

• Assemblies in the hall

• Lunches



A morning in Reception

8.45 9.00 9.30 10.45 11.20 11.30

Early 
morning 
work

Literacy 
carpet 
session

Free flow 
and focus 
task with 
teacher

Phonics Story and 
prepare for 
lunch

Lunch time

8.45 9.00 9.30 10.15 10.30 10.50 11.30

Early 
morning 
work

Literacy 
carpet 
session

Group 
task 
at  tables 
then story

Break time Maths 
carpet 
session

Group
task at  ta
bles

Prepare 
for lunch 
time

A morning in Year 1



Transition in EYFS

• Building up expectations slowly

• Not all learning is in books

• Practical tasks

• Excitement of foundation 
subjects

• Realistic expectations

• Clear models, scaffolds and 
support from adults

• Enjoying writing in new books!

• Break times

Transition in Year 1

• More independence in 
learning tasks

• Starting learning as a whole 
class at tables

• Visits to Year 1 to see the 
classroom

• Practice on the playground

• Longer teaching sessions

• Introduction to foundation 
subjects 

• Meet the teacher in July



Support at home

• Be excited!

• Rather than discussing the 'cannots'  "we cannot 
use the mud kitchen”  Discuss the 'cannot 
waits'  "we cannot wait to start doing art lessons"

• Listen to their questions and bring them to your 
teacher

• Reassure them that there are lots of adults that 
they already know, and they can always ask for help

• Discuss change in the wider sense, and the positives 
of growing up



Over the 
holidays

• Reading!

• Structure – do they know how many 
weeks they have off and when they 
will return?

• Create something for your new 
teacher: a diary, a picture…



Questions
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