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Hello and Welcome to the IncludEd Family newsletter!

For us, a great school is one where every child is supported to achieve, belong, and prepare for a
future in which they contribute to society. In this newsletter, we will tell you about some of the great
work happening in schools across Compass to develop our inclusive teaching and raise awareness.
We will also share links to activities, events, and support in your local area.

Partnership with parents and carers is vital, and we are delighted to share an article written by one
of our parents in this edition. If you want to contribute to our next newsletter, contact us!

Thank you for being so supportive. We can provide the very best for children through strong,
connected communities.

ON SUCCESS
k at Willow Dene

name is
Michelle
Kutchesfahani

| have been a teacher for 28 years. After starting my
career in the classroom, | went on to frain as a specialist
dyslexia teacher and later qualified as an assessor. | joined
Horn Park in 2014 and, for the past three years, have
extended my role to SENCO.

If you feel your child may need additional support or if you
would like advice on how best to support their needs,
please speak with your child's teacher. They will pass any
concerns on to me. | will do my best to answer your
questions, offer guidance and support, or connect you
with relevant external agencies.

You can contact me via the school’s email address:
ornpark@compassps.uk
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The "Five a Day" strategies support children with Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities (SEND) as well as all learners. One of these
strategies is scaffolding.

Scaffolding refers to the support provided to children as they learn new
concepts. This support is gradually withdrawn as children gain
confidence and capabillity. Scaffolding strategies help children
develop skills and independence.

A DAY...

At Deansfield, teachers offer various tools, such as writing frames and word banks, to assist students at
a whole-class level. Teaching Assistants, in collaboration with SENCO Julie Huggett, foster children’s
independence by encouraging them to utilise available resources and providing minimal assistance
initially, such as a clue or prompt, before correcting and supplying the answer.

A Deansfield Governor shared, “...in every class it was difficult to identify the pupils with SEND, as they
were so well integrated into the class. Even when a Teaching Assistant was sitting at a table working
with a group, it was hard to notice, as all pupils were engaged in the same task. It was simply that
some required a bit more help than others.”

At John Ray Junior School, teachers are promoting writing independence through tools like ‘'memory
books' that aid students' retrieval of concepts. They also employ ‘Colourful Semantics’ to teach
sentence structure, enabling children to compose simple sentences confidently.

PARENT
TIPS TO SUPPORT PARENTS FOR““

By Christine, a Compass parent
The Power of Social Stories

For parents of children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), life often feels like
an unpredictable game of Jumanji—you never know what challenge will come next. One of
the most daunting transitions? Returning to school after a break. Dreading the post-holiday
struggle, | infroduced my son to a social story- a simple, structured narrative designed to
prepare him for upcoming events. | read it to him when he was calm, reinforcing what to
expect. The difference was remarkable. To my relief, that first morning back at school was
noticeably smoother. He was calmer, more prepared, and significantly less anxious. Now, social
stories are my go-to strategy. Whether | use an app like Widget or create personalised versions
with pictures of him engaged in specific activities, these narratives provide structure and
reassurance. Meltdowns still happen—such is the reality of SEND parenting—but even in those
tough moments, calmly repeating key phrases from the story helps him process and self-
regulate. | can actually see the tension lift. For any parent struggling with transitions and
unpredictability, social stories might just be the game-changer you've been searching for.
Sometimes, the simplest tools make the biggest difference.

There is a free social stories app that parents might like to try available from the University of
Bath



https://www.bath.ac.uk/guides/download-and-get-started-with-the-stories-online-for-autism-sofa-app/

OUT & ABOUT

IN THE COMMUNITY

What is happening for children with SEND in and around Greenwich?

Sensory Experience - LUSH - Sensory Experience at LUSH Lakeside Tickets,
Multiple Dates | Eventbrite

The Glades - Sensory Borrow Backpacks — Enhancing the Shopping Experience:
Sensory Borrow Backpacks at The Glades - The Glades

Royal Observatory - Audio Universe: Tour of the Solar System | Royal
Museums Greenwich

Horniman Museum - Spring Fair - Horniman Spring Fair - Horniman Museum
and Gardens

A range of shows and experiences at Tramshed - What's On -Tramshed

SEN Sessions at Gravity - Gravity SEN Sessions | Tailored Active Fun for
Special Needs

For Parents/Carers — Greenwich Carers Voices Choir - About 5 — Carers
Social Group, Greenwich

Easter Crafternoon — Woolwich Works - Crafternoon: Easter Special |
Woolwich Works

The Amazing Bubble Man - Woolwich Works — Free carer/companion ficket
- The Amazing Bubble Man | Woolwich Works

Autistic Inclusive Meets - Meet Ups | AIM UK



https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sensory-experience-at-lush-lakeside-tickets-1235857124929?msockid=000e5fd50a5a6d150ec64bb70be16c24
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sensory-experience-at-lush-lakeside-tickets-1235857124929?msockid=000e5fd50a5a6d150ec64bb70be16c24
https://www.theglades.co.uk/journals/enhancing-the-shopping-experience-sensory-borrow-backpacks-at-the-glades
https://www.theglades.co.uk/journals/enhancing-the-shopping-experience-sensory-borrow-backpacks-at-the-glades
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rmg.co.uk%2Fwhats-on%2Fplanetarium-shows%2Faudio-universe-tour-solar-system&data=05%7C02%7CJGarrett-Smith%40willowdene.compassps.uk%7C6534307c062f44bef3b708dd57d9e7e5%7Cf1c488425a3e4a7398d9cdd4b5f00899%7C0%7C0%7C638763315616433507%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jVX6lsRjo79HB%2F5xAzbpL%2FIMNJYom9aEHryxXSXN2oU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rmg.co.uk%2Fwhats-on%2Fplanetarium-shows%2Faudio-universe-tour-solar-system&data=05%7C02%7CJGarrett-Smith%40willowdene.compassps.uk%7C6534307c062f44bef3b708dd57d9e7e5%7Cf1c488425a3e4a7398d9cdd4b5f00899%7C0%7C0%7C638763315616433507%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jVX6lsRjo79HB%2F5xAzbpL%2FIMNJYom9aEHryxXSXN2oU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.horniman.ac.uk%2Fevent%2Fhorniman-spring-fair%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJGarrett-Smith%40willowdene.compassps.uk%7C6534307c062f44bef3b708dd57d9e7e5%7Cf1c488425a3e4a7398d9cdd4b5f00899%7C0%7C0%7C638763315616460252%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LFNQ38pdh3Vt3799yMIUQlzznq9SlDuWOa00kt2op2U%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.horniman.ac.uk%2Fevent%2Fhorniman-spring-fair%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJGarrett-Smith%40willowdene.compassps.uk%7C6534307c062f44bef3b708dd57d9e7e5%7Cf1c488425a3e4a7398d9cdd4b5f00899%7C0%7C0%7C638763315616460252%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LFNQ38pdh3Vt3799yMIUQlzznq9SlDuWOa00kt2op2U%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tramshed.org%2Fwhatson&data=05%7C02%7CJGarrett-Smith%40willowdene.compassps.uk%7C6534307c062f44bef3b708dd57d9e7e5%7Cf1c488425a3e4a7398d9cdd4b5f00899%7C0%7C0%7C638763315616472568%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YA0DgRBXX76x9K3pJ6itbuyy9o1wYfxrWnwYhwSZ28U%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgravity-global.com%2Factive%2Fbluewater%2Factivities%2Fsen-sessions&data=05%7C02%7CJGarrett-Smith%40willowdene.compassps.uk%7C6534307c062f44bef3b708dd57d9e7e5%7Cf1c488425a3e4a7398d9cdd4b5f00899%7C0%7C0%7C638763315616484820%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FeTkmi6kBzASqBwXvPgmsv7LvAO%2Fi9Q51vylU4mFcZk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgravity-global.com%2Factive%2Fbluewater%2Factivities%2Fsen-sessions&data=05%7C02%7CJGarrett-Smith%40willowdene.compassps.uk%7C6534307c062f44bef3b708dd57d9e7e5%7Cf1c488425a3e4a7398d9cdd4b5f00899%7C0%7C0%7C638763315616484820%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FeTkmi6kBzASqBwXvPgmsv7LvAO%2Fi9Q51vylU4mFcZk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.carerssocialgreenwich.com/greenwich-carers-voices
https://www.carerssocialgreenwich.com/greenwich-carers-voices
https://www.woolwich.works/events/crafternoon-easter-special
https://www.woolwich.works/events/crafternoon-easter-special
https://www.woolwich.works/events/the-amazing-bubble-man
https://www.autisticinclusivemeets.org/meet-ups

